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Special thanks to the following photographers:
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WINTER / SPRING

BOAT RV & CAMPING EXPO
Mid-January
Outdoor enthusiasts flock to this exciting 60,000 square foot show
featuring 40 plus exhibitors showing off the newest in water-
craft, recreational vehicles, fishing and camping accessories.
The youngsters can fish in the popular trout tank.

EAST TEXAS HOME SHOW
Early February
Looking for new, exciting ideas for your home? The East Texas Home
Builders Association’s annual home products exposition offers
remodeling and decorating displays for homes inside and out.

FREEZE YOUR FANNY BIKE TOUR
First Saturday in February
This fun bicycle tour and run takes place no matter how cold the
weather. Participants willingly “freeze their fannies” for a great
cause...the Special Olympics.

ZONTA ANTIQUES SHOW & SALE
First Weekend in March
Thousands of visitors can find those one-of-a-kind collectibles at this
major antiquing-circuit show featuring 50 plus quality dealers.

LONGVIEW MODEL TRAIN SHOW
First Weekend in March
Trains and tracks everywhere! Buy, sell or trade for that rare piece for
your collection at this event sporting train layouts and dealer displays.

LONGVIEW PRCA RODEO
April
Top pro cowboys and cowgirls perform at this non-stop action rodeo
hosted by Longview Rotary Clubs at Maude Cobb Activity Complex.

CINCO DE MAYO CELEBRATION
May
The growing Hispanic community of Longview celebrates this
Mexican fiesta day with dances and other special activities.

ALLEYFEST
First Weekend in June
This premier East Texas street festival kicks off the summer with live
music from high-energy entertainers, arts, crafts, food, fun runs and
children's activities in downtown Longview. AlleyFest has something
for everybody!

TEXAS SHAKESPEARE FESTIVAL
June & July
One of the nation’s most respected Shakespeare festivals is brought to
East Texas each summer by Kilgore College and area sponsors.

JUNETEENTH CELEBRATION & DANCE
June
A parade, dance and rodeo are among the many fun activities planned
each year for this celebration.

FIREWORKS FESTIVAL & FREEDOM CELEBRATION
Early July
A gigantic fireworks show (with patriotic music) and special activities
bring thousands to the Longview Fairgrounds each Independence Day.

GREAT TEXAS BALLOON RACE
Mid-July
Longview (official “Balloon Capital of Texas”) hosts this three-day
world-class balloon competition with 80-plus sport and special-shapes
balloons, concerts, food and exhibits. An annual crowd favorite is the
event’s “balloon glow.”

KENNEL CLUB DOG SHOW
July
Purebred dogs attract enthusiasts from across the U.S. as Longview
Kennel Club conducts this American Kennel Club show.

GREGG COUNTY FAIR
Mid-September
The Longview Jaycees present a week-long, old-fashioned country fair
with carnival rides, games, exhibits...and plenty of food!

FALL / WINTER

NEAL MCCOY’S
EAST TEXAS ANGEL NETWORK BENEFIT CONCERT
Late September / Early October
Country singer (and Longview resident) Neal McCoy and his celebrity
friends give this concert to raise money which provides assistance to
children with serious illnesses.

HARVEST FEST & LIVESTOCK SHOW
Late October
The largest show of its kind in East Texas, this Texas Cooperative
Extension Office junior livestock show, judging and sale is the
highlight of the year for area 4H and FFA members.

PRELUDE CHRISTMAS CORNER
Mid-November
This holiday boutique shopping event with 120 vendors, food and
entertainment benefits the Longview Symphony Orchestra.

CHRISTMAS AT THE COURTHOUSE
Thanksgiving through December
Longview ushers in the holiday season with musical entertainment
on the lighted courthouse lawn, a visit with Santa and Mrs. Claus,
wagon rides and refreshments.

DOWNTOWN CHRISTMAS PARADE
First Thursday in December
With over 125 entries, the area’s biggest holiday parade features
floats decorated to reflect the year’s special theme.

LIVING HISTORY CHRISTMAS
First Saturday in December
Actors dress in period clothing and take their places among the Gregg
County Historical Museum'’s exhibits. Also popular is the HO model-
train display that reminds event-goers of Christmases past.

For more information on these events, please visit our website at:
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Many key events and discoveries shaped Longview's
history. What started out as a sleepy farming community,
became a bustling urban area overnight - twice.

DOWNTOWN LONGVIEW
“ONE HUNDRED ACRES OF HERITAGE”

US HWY. 80 E. MARSHALL AVE.

One Hundred Acres
of Heritage - 1870

Follow the markers on the map
above and learn how Longview's
destiny was so much in the hands
of these events.

Kelly Plow Company
Timber - The First Industry

(1
(2
(3
@ King Cotton
(5
(6
(7

First Baptist Church
When Mule Power

(A ) Gregg County
Historical Museum

@ Longview Museu of Fine Arts Moved People
@ Heritage Plaza Then Came the Railroad
@ Gregg County Courthouse © The Discovery Wells

G City of Longview Offices and o From Subsistence to
Public Library Cash Crops

@ Visitor Information ( Banking - The Final Ingredient

0il...and the discovery of the East Texas il Field was the
most defining event in the history of Longview and the
surrounding area.

Although the region had experienced explosive growth with the coming
of the railroad back in the 1870s, the sudden influx of population and
expansion of business 75 years ago because of oil was unparalled.

Discovery of oil in East Texas was a long-held dream of entrepreneurs
as early as 1911. But it wasn’t
until October 3, 1930, that wild-
catter Columbus Marion “Dad”
Joiner brought in the first well,
the Daisy Bradford No. 3, just
outside of Henderson. Two other
o1l wells soon followed, one near
Kilgore and one on a site now within the city limits of Longview.

These weren't isolated pockets of oil. Incredibly, the East Texas Oil
Field was a continuous black giant that stretched 45 miles long and 3
to 12 miles wide. It covered 140,000 acres and proved to be the largest
known oil field in the world.

Because of oil, Longview played a dramatic role in the early years of
World War II.  German U-boats were crippling the Allied war effort by

sinking oil tankers from Texas bound for

the East Coast. To meet that challenge,

the industry built the “Big Inch” pipeline.
Beginning in Longview and running 1,400
miles to the East Coast, the two-foot-diameter
“Big Inch” was completed in July 1943 and delivered
300,000 barrels of oil each day to East Coast refineries.
Famed Texas oilman H.L. Hunt said, “The Allies floated
to victory on a sea of East Texas crude.”

Longview commemorates these and other historical events

at Heritage Plaza and
the newly renovated
Tyler Street, both in
downtown Longview.

The Tyler and Center
street  intersection
(seen in the large photo at top) is the town’s historical
center. Heritage Plaza was completed in 2000 on the
site where one of Conrad Hilton’s first hotels once stood.

The historic brick walls tell the story of Gregg County
and Longview during its first one-hundred years (1870-
1970). Heritage Plaza has become a popular year-round
outdoor gathering spot for various community events.
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